Review
Title: A PRELIMINARY ACOUSTIC ANALYSIS OF THE VOWEL /y/ IN THE OCCITAN SPOKEN IN VAL D’ARAN (ARANESE)
Strength
· The paper appears original in nature and can be found within the scope of general linguistics (as Ghana Journal of Linguistics expects), because it provides some insight into empirical nature of some romance languages such as Occitan spoken in Aranese.
· The subject matter of the manuscript is very important because it allows the author to contribute significantly to scientific means of approaching language study, which is a current trend in phonetics and phonology. The study seeks to confirm, acoustically, an impressionistic observation made on the Occitan vowel /y/, which appears more objective.

· The title and subject matter of the manuscript is very important to arouse readership interest in drawing attention to acoustic study and further study that could emanate from a comparative study between tone languages, as in Ghana, and some romance languages.
· The style of the paper is lively and engaging. The visual elements enhance understanding. The paper provides literature review about useful current research in the area of study as well as basing its conclusion on the results of the manuscript with implications.

· The level of language use is generally clear.

Weakness

· The work does not provide keywords for abstraction and indexing.
· The introduction seems to rely more on empirical review than proper contextualisation of background information relating to the nature of Occitan language (Aranese) in general and its vowel/phonemic system.

· The research design chosen (experimental design) is not justified enough. 
· There is scanty information on the data recording process, for instance, the author does not justify why radio recording was used, the subject matter for the radio discussion for purpose of verifiability and repeatability, whether there was any speech impairment among the speakers recorded, or whether all the speakers were natives of Occitan (Aranese) as Occitan could also be found in France.
· The work does not guide the reader to appreciate how it handled the physical and linguistic environments of the speech recording, as noise can have effect on the formant frequencies.
· There is no clear distinction between the research design (2.2 Experimental design) and the procedure (2.3 Procedure). The fundamental elements of experimental design are not explicit.
· In the same way, the procedure and analysis sections seem to be performing the same function. 

· One work (*Catford 1988) was cited but not referenced in the reference section, while another (*Strange, Weber, Levy, Shafiro, Hisagi, & Nishif, 2007) was not cited but referenced.

· The referencing style in the reference section seems to conform more to APA than ASA requirement of the Ghana Journal of Linguistics.

Some suggestions for improvement

· In my view, I think that the major part of experimental design section, procedure and the analysis sections can form one section with the various variables forming the sub-sections.
· Providing the average values of formant frequencies in Hertz (either within the presentation of results or appendix) before normalisation or conversion to Bark in a table form can be useful in following the argumentation logically. This is based on the fact that some portions of the results utilise Bark values while other portions rely on Hertz, meanwhile frequencies extracted from Praat in Hz cannot be seen fully in the work.

· Elaborating presentation and interpretation of results can improve general clarity.

· General editing and proofreading can enhance the quality of the paper, especially, errors such as 7 female and 11 male (p.1), or see determine (p.6) under discussion and conclusion.

· Improve headings and numbering of the study, for example 1.3. The /y/ sound in Aranese and 1.3 Hypothesis
· Adding some implications of the paper to the abstract can be useful.
Decision: Major revision
The paper will benefit from substantial changes such as:
Major issues

· Restructuring the introduction to cover proper and detailed background information on Occitan (Aranese) language or relevant phonemic system.

· Widening the literature

· Justifying and strengthening the problem statement

· Addressing methodological related issues by justifying the choice of experimental design used and the choice of 18 subjects, especially 11 males and 7 females
Minor issues

· Avoiding one-word sentence paragraph 

· Providing keywords

· Improving editing or addressing grammatical and punctuation errors

· Addressing citation and referencing issues
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