Elision in Esahie

Abstract

One of the syllable structure changes that occurs in rapid speech because of sounds
influencing each other is [E]Iision. This paper provides an account of Elision in Esahie also
known as Sehwi, a Kwa language spoken in the Western North region of Ghana. The
analysis of the data is couched fin the Autosegmental framework introduced by Goldsmith
(1976) las a framework which gives independent representation to segments and
suprasegments]. The paper [portrays\ that vowels, consonants, syllables and tones are

affected by the elision process. It demonstrates that elision, though purely a phonological
process, is influenced by morphological factors such as vowel juxtapositioning during
compounding and at word boundary.
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1.|Introduction

rThe works of (Abakah 2004a, 2004b), Abdul-Rahman (2013), Abukari (2018), Becker and Gouskova
(2016)] confirm that elision is a common feature in most languages for resolving syllable structure anomalies.
This paper provides an account of elision in Esahie, a Kwa language spoken in the Western North region of
Ghana. The paper demonstrates that elision is employed in Esahie as a syllable structure repair mechanism.
\Elision is purely a phonological process but can sometimes be triggered under morphological factors.]

Data for this study was gathered from both primary and secondary sources. The primary naturalistic
data was elicited from native speakers in Sehwi using ethnographic and stimuli methods. Tools used were the
Ibadan Word list, SIL picture story, participant observation and focus group discussion| Forty people were used
in the data collection. Twenty people were selected from the two dialect areas, i.e. Anhwiaso and Wiawsa. [Five
respondents were selected from four towns in each dialect area. Unstructured interviews were also used as
follow ups from the elicitation\. The analysis of the data is captured in the Autosegmental framework introduced
by Goldsmith (1976) as a framework which gives independent representation to segments and suprasegments.

The paper is segmented as follows; Section 1 introduces the study while section 2 provides a brief
account on the syllable structure of Esahie and elision in general. Section 3 discusses the environments within
which vowel elision occurs in Esahie. Section 4 focuses on consonant elision, with section 5 dwelling on elision
in borrowed words in Esahie. The rest are section 6 which focuses on tonal processes in elision, and section 7
which concludes the discussion.

2.0 Esahie syllable structure

In this section | present a brief account on the syllable structure of Esahie. IThe basic syllable structure in
Esahie are the CV and the V. The V can be either a vowel or a syllabic consonant, i.e. a nasal, a trill or a lateral.
Aside the CV and the V, the language allows other syllable types such as the CVC and CRV.

Example 1-  Syllable types in Esahie

Commented [A1]: e. No need capitalizing it.

Commented [A2]: within

will be space for you to define and explain it.

[ J
[ J
{ Commented [A3]: you don’t need this in abstract. There }
[ J

Commented [A4]: shows

expect in the main work with specificity.

Commented [A5]: Let the reader have a gist of what to }

Commented [A6]: On which language(s) are their works
based? What specifically do they say about elision?

Commented [A7]: That factor that it is a phonological
process does not mean it can be triggered by only phonology.
In fact, syntax can also trigger it. It is the domain of its
occurrence that matters.

Commented [A8]: What informed the use of these tools?
Can you briefly explain it?

of respondents? Did you really need this number?

Commented [A10]: You have not told us already about the
dialects. Why five for each dialect?

Commented [A11]: This paper is about speech sounds and
accompanying phonological process. So why this choice? No
mention is made of how you recorded the speech and even

{Commented [A9]: What is the justification for this choice }
examples of the recordings?

Commented [A12]: Syllable structure in Esahie

Commented [A13]: Any previous studies to reference?

{ )
{ )
{ Commented [A14]: Aside from.... ]
| |

Commented [A15]: Delete

Commented [A16]: Follow the acceptable journal style in
numbering your examples.




CV— g6/ ‘to dance’
/bo/ ‘to whip’
[da/ ‘there’
V— Ial, fal, fol, int, I/, N Jrl
CRV— Ikr&/ ‘to bid farewell’
Abréév ‘woman’
Ipra/ ‘sweep’
CVC- [fem/ ‘to lend’

Albeit these forms, there are some constraints on the syllable patterns. The language has a dis-
preference for consonant cluster, i.e. CCV? syllables. It prefers open syllable and allows only the alveolar and
bilabial nasals /n, m/ in [coda positions]. In the subsequent sections, | discuss the salient elision processes that
occur in the Esahie language.

2.1 Elision
Matthews (1997: 11) alludes that “elision is a process by which a vowel at the end of a word is lost, or
elided, before another vowel at the beginning of a word.” Data from Akan and other languages idepictsl that
elision [extends beyond word final to mid and initial positions]. Abakah (2004a: 182) Midenjﬁth@ﬁsgopggnq,
context when he describes elision as a phonological process by which a vowel, a consonant and sometimes a
syllable, which is an intrinsic property of a morpheme in an isolative style, is dropped in a combinative style.
iAccordineg, in elision, a sound segment, be it a vowel, consonant or a syllable, is lost in different
phonological contexts. Most languages employ elision to break vowel hiatus (Orie & Pulleyblank 2002),
however, there are differences in which vowel is elided and the context of elision. In some languages, the first
vowel (V1) is elided, whiles| in others, the second vowel (V) is elided. Casali (1997) identifies four contexts in
which vowel elision is used to dissolvel vowel hiatus in Etsako. These are: at the boundary between two lexical
words (de +akpa — dakpa ‘buy a cup’ & owa +ada — owada ‘a different house’); at the boundary between a
lexical word and a functional word, where V. elision is more common than V. It can also be at the boundary
between a CV prefix and a root, where he claims that Vi occurs; and at the boundary between a root and a
suffix, Mhere either Vi or V- elision is possibleH

iSimiIar to Etsako, Abakah (2004a) shows that in Akan, vowel elision involves the truncation of one of
two contiguous vowel at word boundary. This occurs when a word that ends in a vowel is followed by another
word that begins in a vowel. He explains that if the second vowel in the sequence of Vi # V2 is [-Low], then it
is obligatorily deleted. However, if the first vowel is [-low], then the first vowel is deleted. Abakah (2004a)
further shows that in compounding, word boundary vowel sequence may be deleted simultaneously under the
condition that the final syllable of the first free form is CV#, where the C is [+Son] and the V. is [+High], with

the # V2 underspecified for tongue height position feature. He explains that regardless of the dialectal variations

! The fact is that Esahie has a CRV syllable type that is derived from a CVRV disyllabic word after the application of a deletion of the
first VV and then re-syllabification. The CRV in Esahie is therefore disyllabic and realised as Cr.V with the [r] being syllabic.
Example: Underlying Form [CVRV] Phonetic form [CRV]

a. pira — pr.a ‘to sweep’

2 The only CCV syllable type always has /r/ in the second C slot.
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in Fante, the post sonorant word final deletion must occur intervocalically at the underlying level of
representation. [Aside] sound segments, Abakah notes that syllables are also deleted in rapid speech in Fante.

3.0 Elision in Esahie

As a phonological process, both vowels and consonants can be elided in Esahie. This process occurs
often to create syllable types that are acceptable in the language. In this study, I group the discussion of elision
into two- vowel elision and consonant elision and show how they manifest in the language. | show that through
phonological processes such as elision, complex syllables are simplified at onset and coda positions.

3.1. Vowel Elision Across Word Boundary

Vowels can be concatenated when two independent monomorphemic words are put together. When this
happens, one of the vowels may be elided. In Esahie, when two words are juxtaposed, and the first word ends in
a vowel [V1, and the second word begins with a vowel [V]2, one of the words loses its vowel. The conditions
that trigger the process |are not only phonological, but rather morpho-syntactic in nature\. Let us examine
instances of occurrence in Esahie.

3.1.1 [V,] Elision in Compounds

As stated earlier, when two words are juxtaposed, and the first word ends with a vowel, and the second word
begins with a vowel, the second word loses its initial vowel. [Consequently, in the sequence of Vi #V2 in a
compound, the V2 is elided as shown in example 2.

Example 2.
Input Output Meaning
a. dud (tree) + 3ba (offspring) duaba fruit
b. sétei (destroy) + gwiasé (world)  siteiwiasé destroy the world
c. ahinj (chiefs) + efié (house) ahinifié (ahimvié) palace
d. &sahié (Esahie) + 3hini (chief) esahiehini chief of Esahie
e. baki:(tree) + £b6in (outer cover) baka:béin tree bark

In the above examples, the second words lose their initial vowels in the output form, so in example (2a),
dud + 3ba becoming duaba “fruit’, Me notice a loss of /o/ in the compound word\. These words in isolation
will be pronounced with the both vowels intact. V- elision in Esahie is captured by [figure 1] below.

|
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Figure 1: Illustrates V- Elision
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3.2.2 Vi Elision in Possessive Constructions

The possessive construction in Esahie is marked with a possessive pronoun attached to a noun. In
situations where the nouns begin with a vowel, a sequence of vowel is created at the word boundary. When this
happens, the vowel of the possessive pronoun (V1) is lost in a Vi # V2 sequence. Study the examples in (4)

below:
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C. yé +apind — [yapina]
2PL bat ‘our bat’
d. wé +asiwad —  [wasiwd]
35G bethrothed ‘your betrothed’

We observe from the data that the pronouns drop their vowels in the output form. In example (4a) wé
+alié — [walié] ‘your food’, /u/ is lost in the output. The loss of the vowel is due to the impermissible sequence
of vowels at the word boundary.\ V. elision in a possessive construction is illustrated below in figure 2.

Skel’t Tier x x X XXXX
| l |

X XX X X X X XX X

Seg’tTier w o + alre wou + alre walre

Figure 2: V. Elision in a possessive construction

Notwithstanding the above-mentioned elision in the possessive construction, [elision in the possessive form
is not operational for the 2PL| -emo. emo does not lose its vowel under the same context. That is, there is no
elision of the V: when emo is attached to a noun in the possessive form as shown below.

Example 5. Input Output Meaning
a. &¢md + apina &¢mj apina your bat
your + bat
b. &mj + ésiis &m5 ésiié your cry
your + cry
c. £m3 + éwiasé £mJ ewiasé your world
your + world

Vowel elision at word boundary [also finds expression in Dagbani, but while in Esahie the elision is bi-
\directionall, [V1 or V2], in Dagbani (Abdul-Rahman 2013: 222) vowel elision is unidirectional where the vowel
is always deleted at the leftward position as shown in example 6 below.

Example 6.

“thunder”
“fowl egg” (Abdul-Rahman, 2013: 222)

a) sa.a (rain) tahan.ga (shouting) = sa.ta.hanga
b) no.o (fowl) gal.li (egg) = no.gal.li

In addition to the segmental changes in Esahie discussed, there are tonal processes that are triggered by the
elision of the segments, and these will be discussed in section 6.

3.3 Pre-Sonorant High Vowel Elision
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Another occurrence of vowel elision in Esahie is at a pre-sonorant position. In Esahie, anytime a
[+High] vowel occurs before a sonorant, the vowel is elided. This takes place in a CVCV words where the \Cz\ is
a [+Sonorant, -Lateral, -Nasal, -Continuant], (CVRV) that is the liquid /r/. The [V1] invariably deletes resulting in
a CRV sequence. Study the examples in (7) below.

Example 7. Underlying Surface Meaning
a. tinabiré tinabré sit
b. néetiré netré dust
c. téenviréema ténvréma tongue
d. anwuré anwroé town
e. npguruma: ngruma: okro/okra
f. asorobéa asroboa monkey

From the examples, we observe the elision of a pre-liquid [+high] vowel in a CVRYV syllable structure. The data
further shows two types of pre-liquid [+high] vowel Elision. In example (7a-c), the high vowels are [-ATR,
front] vowels, while that of example (7d-f) are [+ATR, back] vowels. \In both cases, the elision of the vowel
reduces the word to a CRV structurej This syllable type can still be considered as disyllabic [because of the

phonetic features of /r/]. The elision process is captured in figure 3.

i _)H _)HH‘

‘Seg’tTieﬂ netrre n etire n estre

Figure 3: Pre-sonorant High VVowel Elision

The subject of pre-liquid elision also finds epression in Fante, a coastal dialect of Akan (Abakah 2004a).
However, in Fante, the vowels which surround the liquid must be identical as exemplified in (8) below:

Example 8. a. mi+ara — mara— maa ‘I emphatically
b. obiara—  obiara —  obiaa ‘everybody’
c. biribi — biibi ‘something’ (Abakah 2004a: 200-201)

4.0 Consonant Elision
IAside vowels, consonant [are also elided in Esahie. [Consonant elision occurs when a nasal is found in

word final position\. [The syllable structure of Esahie allows nasals in coda position. However, when an alveolar

nasal /n/ follows a [+high] vowel in the word final position, the final nasal consonant is deleted. This occurs
after the nasal has regressively assimilated the [+high] oral vowel that precedes it )to be nasalized\. \Examinel,t,hg
following examples in (9).
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c. ambain ambai bat

d. #s6in £561 elephant
e. hesin beési back

f.  ébiin ebii feces

A close examination of the data shows the elision of a final nasal consonant. In example (9a) the final
nasal in sréin is lost in the output form, while the [+high] vowel is nasalized to get srai ‘moon’. The derivation
involves two ordered phonological processes of nasalization before elision. First, the nasal consonant
regressively spreads its \nasalityl feature onto the \penultimate vowel| causing it to be nasalized. Subsequently, the

nasal consonant is lost resulting in the surface form. [This phenomenon is also present in the French derivation
of bd. In French, the word [bon] becomes [bé] after it has gone through an ordered process of nasal assimilation
and final consonant elision]. This can be represented as follows in figure 4:

[-nasal] [+nasal] [-nasal] [+nasal] [-nasal] [+nasal] [+nasal] [+nasal]
— — —+ — —
X X X X X X
sr[ajn n s ra n sra N sra 1 hsrat

Figure 4: lAutosegmentaI representation| of final nasal elision.

It will be recalled from the syllable structure that the nasal /n/ is allowed at the coda. The elision in this
structure therefore stems from the nasalization of the preceding vowel| [Dagbani also exhibit final nasal elision,
but where Esahie will delete an alveolar nasal at the word final position, Dagbani deletes a bilabial nasal at the
word final position in a compounding process as shown in (10) below.

Example 10.
a. kpam (oil) bie.yu (bad) = kpabie.xo (bad/dirty oil) (Abdul-Rahman 2013: 226)]
4.1 Syllable Truncation

Another instance of elision in Esahie compounding involves syllable truncation. In some compounds,
a syllable is truncated in the output form. Consider the following example.

Example 11. Underlying Surface Meaning
a.  ®dza +Kwaku ®dza:ku (eedzeeku) male name
b.  nza: + fufaé nza:fué palmwine
c. papa+ Kofi paakofi] male name
d. Nana+ Osei naasei male name
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We notice from the data the loss of a syllable in the output form. Again, the compounding process
involves two phonological processes. [First, there is a truncation of the first syllable of the second stem, after
which there is a compensatory lengthening. Apparently, the loss of the syllable is compensated for by

lengthening the final vowel of the first stem. In example (11a), adsa + kwaku, the first syllable of the second
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\Abakah (2004b) reports that in all dialects of Akan, intervocalic consonant that occurs in human
names and kinship terms are deleted in a CVCV syllable structure as in:

‘male name’
‘female name’
‘male name’]

Example 12  a. papa+ kwasi — paakwesi
b. nana + mansa — naamansa
C. kofi + nimo — koonimo

Although this is like that of Esahie, it must be noted that the context of elision varies. While in Akan it
is always the second syllable of the first stem which is deleted; in Esahie, the elided syllable is not position
specific]. It could be the initial stem of the second constituent as in example (11a) or the second stem of the first
as in examples (11c). Lﬁ\gain, one cannot conclude that the elision in Esahie is just intervocalic Ioss.\ While one
can argue that in example (11a) it may be the loss of the consonant /kw/, the same cannot be said of [fu] in
[fufue] in example (11c) where there is a complete syllable loss. [It is appropriate, therefore, to call this process
as it occurs in Esahie as syllable truncation followed by compensatory lengthening, as that will capture all
similar cases. |Also, like Esahie, in Dagbani, some parts of the syllable are truncated when they co-occur with
other word forms. In a noun-adjective sequence, the second syllable of the first constituent is lost in the
compounding process. The deleted syllable is always a CV with either a lateral or a glottal onset consonant as
exemplified below.

Example 13.

a. ku.li (funeral) + pal.li (raw) = ku.pa.li “fresh funeral”

b. su.li (anger) + yo.li (bad) = su-yo.li “bad anger” (Abdul-Rahman 2013: 226)]

5.0 Elision in borrowed words

According to \(Bussmann 2006: 55), linguistics borrowing or loanwords is the “adaptation of a linguistic
expression from one language into another”. Thomason and Kaufman (2001: 37) on the other hand refer to it as
“the incorporation of foreign features into a group's native language by speakers of that language: the native
language is maintained but is changed by the addition of the incorporated features”. Esahie also [borroM words
from other languages, especially the English language }to fill lexical vacuum]. The borrowed words come with
their own syllable structure which may conflict with that of Esahie. When this happens, the borrowed words
with impermissible sound sequencing undergo some repair strategies. One of hhese] is elision. [The elision in the
borrowed words is to allow them to conform with the syllable structure of Esahie.] The elided segment may be a
consonant or a vowel. In the sections that follows, I discuss the elision of consonant and then vowels in the
borrowed words,

5.1 Consonant Elision in borrowed words

Esahie does not allow sounds in the coda position unless for the nasals /n, m/. Due to this, borrowed
words from English with non-nasal coda must be re-syllabified. The re-syllabification is done either by
insertion or by consonant elision. In case of elision, the C: or C> may be elided. Let us examine the data in
example (14) below.

Example 14. English Esahie
a [feekt/ [fad] “fact’
b. [teek.si/ [tazi] ‘taxi’
C. [eesk/ [a:zi] ‘ask’
d. Iperst/ [pesi] ‘paste’
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We notice from the data above that in (14a and 14b) it is the C: which is deleted, while in (14c-14d) it is
the C: that is deleted. The elision of the consonant triggers other processes. The nativsation process involves
four ordered rules, namely— consonant elision, vowel insertion, re-syllabification, and intervocalic voicing. In
(14a) for instance, the English borrowed word /faekt/ has a final CC. h’he C. is first deleted leaving a final /t/].
Esahie does not permit /t/ in the coda so a vowel is inserted to become/feets/. The word, after insertion, becomes
disyllabic, and is further re-syllabified for /t/ to become onset following the onset maximization principle —
[fee.tul. Finally, via voicing assimilation, /t/ becomes /d/ resulting in /fz.di/ being realised by the natives. This

process is illustrated in figure 6 below.

UR Ci Deletion Vowel Insertion
G,
- N /\ R -
SVE Wi
L &/ L 1]
Re-syllabification Voicing Assimilation
PW PW

AN 7\@

Figure 6: Consonant Elision in English borrowed words

5.2 Vowel Elision in borrowed words

[The word structure of the Esahie disallow the [front, high], vowels /i, 1/ at word-initial position]. Based
on this, when English words with the initial [front, high] vowel are borrowed into Esahie, these vowels are
elided. Consider the words in example (15) below.

Example 15. English Esahie
a. /fm 'sist/ [nzisi] ‘insist’
b. /m. 'sted/ [nzide:di] ‘instead’
c. Am 'spsktaV [nzipeda] ‘inspector’
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In these examples, the vowel /i/ is elided as discussed earlier. This result in the word beginning with the

alveolar nasal /n/. We notice in the data, for finstance in example (15a) /in 'sist/, that the initial vowel /i/ of /i
‘sist/ is elided |pecause Esahie does not accept it. The elision of the initial vowel causes the nasal /n/, which is a

sonorant to become syllabic.l The syllabic nasal then assimilates the onset voiceless fricative of the second
syllable /s/ to become voiced /z/. Following the rules of consonant elision, vowel insertion and re-
syllabification (cf. section 3.1), the CC at the coda of the second syllable is restructured resulting in the word
being realised as [nzis;].]

As mentioned earlier, hhere are tonal processes that are caused by the elision of the segments], and these are
discussed in the next section.

6.0  Tonal|Elision in Esahie

The [segmental elisionl discussed in sections 3 and 4 triggers tonal processes. This section discusses the
changes that tones undergo when the segment is elided. Among [them\ are tone re-association, tone spread, tone
deletion and OCP application. The tone is independent so when the segments are [gone

, the tone remains to

behave separately.

6.1 Tonal |E]Iisi0n s in V2 elision

We recall in example (2a), (cf. section 3.1) dud + @bé becoming duaba ‘fruit’, a loss of V2 in the
compound word. After the deletion of the V2 segment, several tonal processes take place. When the segment is
elided, a floating L tone is left in its stead. The floating L tone then re-associates with the left vowel which has

a H tone and dock on it to become HL. Since derived nouns in Esahie have a LH tonal output regardless of the |

tonal input (cf. Owusu Ansah & Akanlig-Pare forthcoming), the low tone then spreads onto the H. The H tone
is subsequently delinked leaving the L tone to yield a LH tonal output. This is represented in figure 7 below.

Input  Tone Association Tone Deletion OCP Output
Tonal Tier LHL H LHLH LHLH L H L H
1‘ [ — N — —
Skeletal Tier x X X XX X X X
Seg’tal Tier dua ba du aba dua ba dua ba dua ba

Figure 7: Tone Elision in V2/Segment

In the case of V2 in the perfective construction, the tone is deleted with the vowel. This is because even if the
tone survives and re-associates with another segment, it will be deleted because of the expected tonal output.]
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6.2 Tonal Elision in Vi elision

In section 3.2.2 on V; elision, we observed that the vowels of the pronouns are tone bearing as in
wo+alié— [wali€]. The loss of the vowel will leave the H tone to be floating. This floating H tone is associated
with the initial vowel of the noun toget| a HL tone. To satisfy the LH tonal condition of the output form, the H
floating tone from the Vi which is associate with the initial L tone of the second word is delinked. This is
shown in figure 8 below.

Input Tone Association Tone Deletion Output
HLH HL H HL H L H
) /\1_) Ek/ A )
Skeletal Tier X X X xIx X
Seg'tal Tier wij al 1 ¢ w  al w al J walie

Figure 8: Tone Elision in V1 Segment

7. Conclusion

This paper has provided an account of elision in Esahie. It has demonstrated that vowels, consonants,
syllables, and tones can be elided in the language, Mith varied context of operationl. We have shown that vowels
can be elided at word boundary in environments such as the sequence of Vi #V- in compounds, in a possessive
construction Mith a sequence of Vi # V3| and in a perfective construction where the perfective verb is attached
to a pronoun. Furthermore, using examples, we have also shown that, in Esahie, lanytime @& [+high] vowel

occurs before a liquid, the vowel is deleted\. [This\ occurs in a CVCYV syllable structure where the C: is a sonorant

(CVRV). The V1 is, elided resulting in a CRV syllable structure.

On consonant elision, the paper has shown that in Esahie, when an alveolar nasal /n/ follows a [+high]
vowel in the word final position, the final nasal consonant is deleted. This occurs after the nasal has
regressively assimilated a [-back, +high, -ATR]] vowel to be nasalized. The elision is ordered for the nasal
consonant Ko regressively spreads] its nasality feature onto the penultimate vowel causing it to be nasalized.
Subsequently, the nasal consonant is deleted. ﬁt is also observed that entire syllables are truncated].

\It has also shown that to conform to the syllable structure of Esahie, borrowed words with
impermissible syllable structures such as consonant clusters, or non-nasal coda are re-syllabified via elision and
insertion. [Finally, we also realized that there are tonal processes such as tone re-association, tone spread, tone
deletion and OCP application that are triggered by the deletion of the segments\.
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