1. Reviewer’s comment on Semantax 

Temidayo Akinrinlola
Recommendation: Revisions Required
Reviewer’s Evaluation
This manuscript engages a novel concept in the Nigerian political context. In spite of the paper's relevance, there are some inadequacies the author(s) needs to address. The paper needs a major revision in terms of some salient aspects of a research paper.
Overall Importance of Question/Issues Addressed
The paper addresses a very sensitive political issue in Nigeria. A discursive approach adopted in the paper enables access into how discursive practices of hate discourses are negotiated in the Nigerian political space. However, the specific questions of the paper are inappropriately framed. These questions have been recast for the author(s).
Grounding of Relevant Literature
The literature review section is very weak. The author(s) only engages hate discourse without reviewing studies on political discourses in Nigeria. Here, we expect a holistic review and not a list of studies.
Fair and Adequate Depiction of Others’ Positions
The author(s) needs to do more by reviewing more studies on political discourses and emphasise the points of convergence and divergence between the present work and existing studies.
Precision and Clarity of Expression
The language of the paper is not elegant enough. A thorough language editing is required.
Soundness of Arguments and Argumentation
The author(s) does not articulate the arguments well.
Originality
The paper appears fairly original.
2 Reviewer’s comment 
Recommendation: Revisions Required
Reviewer’s Recommendation
Reviewer’s Evaluation
I thought this was an interesting paper and the discussion of the literature is solid and extensive. However, I had concerns about the methodology. It is described as 'purposive sampling', but it is unclear what precisely the sample frame was, how the 21 utterances were selected and where they originate. In addition, the data needs to contextualised more carefully for non-Nigerian readers who might not be familiar with the local political context.  
Overall Importance of Question/Issues Addressed
It is an important topic of research. However, as noted above, it needs a more careful discussion of the methodology and the local context.
Grounding of Relevant Literature
Very good 
Fair and Adequate Depiction of Others’ Positions
Good
Precision and Clarity of Expression
The text is overall clear but would need some copy-editing.
Soundness of Arguments and Argumentation
See comments above on methodology.
Originality
I am not familiar with the discussion of hate speech in the Nigerian context and can therefore not speak to originality.

