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A MORPHOLOGICAL EXAMINATION OF THE NIGERIAN ARMY TALKS

Abstract 
Soldiers are respected by members of the public especially for their role in territorial surveillance and peace keeping. Their training is revealed in their distinctive style of communication which makes their discourse attractive for scholarly inquiry. However, scholarly investigation of army discourse has been scanty because of the stringent rules/order and their overarching security consciousness which makes it very difficult for civilians/non-soldiers to access information from any army formations. One of the features of their language use is the skillful way by which soldiers form and encode words; and this call for adequate examination much so that other related studies have not actually lay overt theoretical commitment to the morphology of the discourse, which constitute a subset of its grammar. Adopting Quirk and Greenbaum (1974) and Akin Odebunmi (2006) morphological paradigm and model of morphology, this paper examines the morphological features of the Nigerian Army talks. The data include five Nigerian Army discourse genres (parade, sermon, seminar/lecture, tombola game and tombola comedy genres), which were purposively sampled from selected army barracks in Nigeria. Four types of morphological processes (Abbronymy, suffixation, prefixation and compounding) were identified in the data. Abbronymy (predominantly position/appointment) have the highest frequency (37) of occurrences, followed by suffixation with 34 occurrences (predominated by Noun/Noun). Prefixation has 8 occurrences which are used to avoid clustering of words so as to check ambiguity and misinterpretation which may result from complex morphological processes, and their attendant negative implications on security. The data also revealed 20 occurrences of unfix compound words, and these occur predominantly in Tombola game genre. Members of the Nigerian Army deploy words consisting of diverse morphological types and patterns, relative to formal, informal and institutional contexts in their discourse; the understanding of which facilitate effective communication among the interactants necessary for efficient soldiering and service delivery.

Key words: Nigerian Army Talks, Army Discourse, Morphology, Abbronymy, Suffixation, Prefixation, Compounding
Word count: 299.
1.
Introduction

The Army constitutes both officers and men who have taken up the task of securing the territorial integrity of a nation, as well as the lives and properties of its citizens, as a vocation. It is a profession associated with those who seek to maintain law and order in the society. There is no gainsay that language is a veritable tool for conveying orders and command; accordingly, its skillful use is one of the yardsticks for measuring professionalism in the Army. For instance, language is the medium for the propagation of ethical values, ideas and beliefs in the Army; it also serves as a tool for maintaining alliance and solidarity among members, both living and dead. Ideas and intentions are established through language in any given communicatory society, and language remains a paramount device of communication in every human activity or interaction. For communication to fulfil its unparallel vital role in maintaining and sustaining ethical standards in the Army, as well as accomplishing its de rigueur obligation to the society, the utilisation and resourcefulness of language must come into play. Soldiers are respected by members of the public based on the manner they articulate their intentions through language; as such, it is important for them to be able to use language effectively to communicate their intentions to their audience. 

Scholarly investigations of military engagements have being from the perspectives of law and justice (Vashakmadze, 2010); Security (Fayemi, 2004); politics and child soldering (Hart, J. 2007, Hoffman, 2004); rehabilitation and reintegration of war victims (Zack-Williams, 2006); etc. Nel (2017) focuses on the development in military law in South African considering the constitutional role of the military in national and international affairs. The paper which observes that development in military law has been limited, argues that there is a critical need to develop and broaden the understanding military law and suggests that the assistance of other disciplines could be enlisted to achieving this.  Tian (2018) examines the news report on the military parade to celebrate the 70th anniversary of WWII victory announced by China. The paper which is an analysis the Guardian Reports on the criticism of China by the international community, observes that the news reports reveal the social and historical ideological orientations of the reporters on their account of the news. Tian concludes that Guardian’s reports ‘overemphasize and over interpret the negative influences of the parade’. As revealed in the above, not much has been done on the examination of military discourse, especially the language use of soldiers in the line of duty –a gap this study intends to fill.  

One of the effective use of language has been found in the skillful way by which soldiers form and encode words; and this call for adequate examination much so that other related studies have not actually lay overt theoretical commitment to the morphology of the discourse, which constitute a subset of its grammar. Studies done on grammar generally include Omoregbe and Aigbedo (2013) which investigate the grammatical categories in Edo. The study attempted a classification of the grammatical categories or word classes based on the morphological and semantic features of the language. The study demonstrates the rich and unique structural configuration of Edo language and the implication of this for the grammatical nature of the language. It also sheds some light on the nature of lexical categories in Ẹdo and the manner of its manifestations in certain derivations like the nouns. Such derivations exhibit a rich agreement system which emanates from the morpho-semantic nature of the components of such derivations. As is the case in the present study, Omoregbe and Aigbedo (2013) is a study on grammar with bias in morphology; however, the study is premised on Edo language as opposed to the language use in the Nigerian Army.


 Also, Opara (2005) investigates the mood structures in selected clauses in Buchi Emecheta’s Second Class Citizen. Deploying an aspect of Halliday’s Systemic Grammar to the data analysis, the mood identified in the clauses selected include declarative mood, interrogative mood, and imperative mood. The study observes that mood structures are chosen for particular effects in order to contrast female character’s emotive attitude with a male character’s unemotive attitude illustrated in the sampled extracts of speech in the novel. The juxtaposition of attitude, as revealed in the study, enables Emecheta to distance the male characters from the readers. The data also reflect gender relations centering on the second-class social, status women and sexist ideology or expectations among others. Though, Opara (2005) focuses the aspect of grammar, mood structure, it is not on morphological aspect, as is the case in the present study. Besides, the study is not premised on army discourse. 

Another impressive study on grammar is Akande (2005) that examines the verb and the verbal group of English. The categories of verbs examined are the lexical verbs, finite and non- finite verbs, dynamic and stative verbs, catenative verbs and auxiliary verbs. The study observes that verbs constitute the core of the grammar of the language, most especially English. Thus, the mastery of the English verbal group by Nigerian learners of English, and indeed by all learners of English as a second language goes a long way in the mastery of the grammar of the language itself. The study also suggests that all aspects of the verbal group of English be painstakingly taught to ESL learners in Nigerian schools. The teaching of those areas of the verbal group of English which normally pose problems to students (e.g. Tense Agreement) should be emphasized by teachers of English. Even though the current study is on grammar, generally, like Akande (2005) it differs not only in the aspect of grammar being studied, which is morphology, but most importantly the domain of language use which is the Nigerian Army discourse. 


Lamidi (1996) works on aspects of empty categories in English and Yoruba where structures such as simple sentences, embedded clauses, serialization and wh-questions are examined. The study contends that, the Yoruba learner of English may have an uphill task in controlling his mother tongue influence on the L2 forms. He observes that, the point of the greater influence may be the serial verb construction which occurs before negative sentences. As such, the learner may transfer the structures of Yoruba simple negative sentences into English structures, besides the probable confusion for learners about the dummy NPs and WH-phrases in English among other challenges. Further to this, Lamidi (2004) examines agreement relations in English and Yoruba, using Transformational Generative Grammar and Contrastive Generative Grammar as theories. The items identified for study are person agreement, gender agreement, tense and number agreement; observing that, the Yoruba agreement system is not as elaborate as that of English, as English combines both structural and semantic features in its agreement features. The study recommends that, Yoruba learners of English may have to put in more effort to disengage from their language background while learning English. The present study is significant because it is not a comparative study of the grammatical features of English and Yoruba, like Lamidi (2004 and 1996); it examines the morphological features of the language use in the Nigerian Army.


XXX (2007) and Ogunsiji (2005) are also impressive studies on grammar of transitivity. While XXX (2007) examines the perception and use of English and Yoruba transitivity structures among selected South Western Nigerian University Students, Ogunsiji (2005) examines the apposition and transitivity as narrative strategies in Soyinka’s Ake’s Isaras and Ibadan. Based on Halliday’s Systemic Functional Grammar, XXX (2007) and Ogunsiji (2005) analyse the material, mental and relational processes in their individual data. On general note, as is the case with the present study, XXX (2007) and Ogunsiji (2005) are grammar based studies.  As contrasted with this study, they do not study the aspect of morphology and the studies are not premised on the Nigerian Army discourse.

Furthermore, Al-Mekhlafi and Nagaratnam (2011) carry out a study on difficulties in teaching and learning grammar in EFL Context 1. The paper reports a study undertaken to investigate the difficulties teachers face in teaching grammar to EFL students as well as those faced by students in learning it. The study aims to find out whether there are significant differences in teachers' perceptions of difficulties in relation to their gender, qualification, teaching experience, and the level they teach in school, thus providing insights into their own and their students' difficulties. Mean scores and t-test were used to interpret the data. As can be seen this study is on grammar as is the case in the present study, but, like others, it is not premised on the morphology of military discourse which is the preoccupation of the present study. 

Akbulut (2017) is on the effects of morphological awareness on second language vocabulary knowledge. The main aim of the study is to account for the relationship between morphological awareness and vocabulary knowledge of university preparatory class students. Fifty-two preparatory class students constitute the sampled population used for the study in second language learning environment. They are divided into two groups: experimental and control group. Experimental group conducted three hours of morphological guideline and morpheme teaching treatment during twelve weeks, whereas control group was exposed to traditional vocabulary teaching. To explore the effects of morphological treatment on English vocabulary acknowledgement, all participants completed Nation’s Vocabulary Size Test (2001), language history questionnaire and Morphological Awareness Test. The relationship between the pre-tests and post-tests results has shown that experimental group acquired higher score on vocabulary recognition than control group after thirty-six-hours treatment. These findings indicate that the participants who obtained morphological treatment took into consideration the morphemes and vocabulary items better than the others who took traditional vocabulary teaching procedure. Although Akbulut (2017) is on morphology as is the case in the current study, it is not premised on military discourse which is the concern of the current work.

As can be seen in the studies reviewed above, none of them examines the grammatical features of the Nigerian Army discourse, especially the aspect of its morphology. This, therefore, constitutes the gab that the present study attempts to fill. Consequently, this study examines the morphological features of the Nigerian Army discourse. This is with a view to determining the complexity or otherwise of words structures vis a vis the effects of this on the mutual understanding of messages among army personnel, which is necessary for effective soldiering and service delivery. 
2.
Methodology

  Five Nigerian Army discourse genres, which were purposively sampled, constitute the data used for this study. They are: parade, sermon, seminar/lecture, tombola game and tombola comedy genres. We were particularly restricted to the settings where these genres could be found because they are classified as constituting no security threat to the corporate existence of the Nigerian Army, and Nigeria as a nation, as such, civilians may be allowed into the venue as guests/spectators.  The barracks sampled include; Adekunle Fajuyi Cantonment, Ibadan; Leckmouck Barrack, Ibadan; 21 Mechanised Infantry Battallion, Minna and 323 Artillery Brigade, Akure. These barracks house large members of the Nigerian Army, drawn from every ethnic divide of Nigeria; and as long as members of this profession have a monolithic culture which impacts greatly on the language use, the sampled barracks and the data got from them could be said to be true representation of what obtains in the discourse of the Nigerian Army, generally. 

Activities such as Tombola and West African soldiers’ that soldiers engaged in, in these barracks were tape recorded and transcribed. Also recorded and transcribed were the sermon on peace and its sustenance, and seminars on the training of officers. We also made personal observations of how members relate with one another in diverse contexts, and this enabled us to see clearly how soldiers communicate in diverse contexts. The recorded data were transcribed   and subjected to qualitative and quantitative analysis. 

3. Theoretical Orientation 

Grammar is the study or science of rules for the combination of words into sentences, and the forms of words. It commonly denotes a level or component of language subsumed under the general level of form, and distinct from meaning and sound, specifically the words, phrases and clauses of which sentences are composed (Wales, 1989). Grammar itself can be sub-divided into Syntax and Morphology; and given the focus of this paper, we will not dwell on Syntax but Morphology.

Morphology is the study of the structure of words (Tomori, 1972). In other words, it is the study of the rules governing the formation of words in a language. In the same vein, Idowu (2001) opines that, it is the branch of linguistics that deals with the study of how morphemes are combined to form words; it is the science of word formation. Working within the views above, we can say, harmoniously, that Morphology is the linguistic concept dealing with the scientific way by which words are structurally formed by rules to make meaning. Since morphemes constitute the indispensable element forming the crux of study in morphology, shedding more light on it cannot be out of place in this paper. To this end, Odebunmi (2006) says morpheme is the smallest meaningful unit of language; while it is conceived by Lyons (1974) as the minimal units of grammatical analysis, the units of lowest rank out of which words, the units of next higher rank are composed; implying that, it is the smallest unit that has semantic or grammatical meaning. Working with the views above, we can infer that morpheme is the least in the hierarchy of linguistic analysis, hence the smallest and minimal unit of speech.

Quirk and Greenbaum (1974) and Akin Odebunmi (2006), whose insight constitute the theoretical framework deployed in the analysis of data in this work, has identified some processes for word formation. These are affixation, blending, clipping, compounding, back formation, abbronymy, neologism, coinage and idiomaticity.

 Three types of bound elements (affixes) have been identified (Quirk and Greenbaum (1974) and Akin Odebunmi (2006): prefixes, infixes and suffixes. Prefixes are affixed at the word initial position, while infixes are medially positioned, and suffixes are finally positioned. Odebunmi (2006) observes that infixes are hardly found in English, but are abundant in tonal languages like Yoruba.  Quirk and Greenbaum (1974:431-435) distinguish ten categories of prefixes. They are prefixes of degree or size, time and order prefixes, attitudinal prefixes and locative related prefixes. Others are prefixes of number, conversion prefixes and others (miscellaneous prefixes). All these instantiated the formal classification of morpheme with the following being distinguished: free and bound morphemes (Odebunmi, 2006). 

Free morphemes are independent in terms of form and meaning, and are equivalents of words in their unaffixed forms, while bound morphemes depend on the free morphemes for form and meaning (Odebunmi, 2006) These prefixes, together with their meanings and their associated grammatical classes are rendered in the table below as adapted from Odebunmi (2006:41)

	S/N
	Types
	Prefix
	Meaning
	Grammatical Class
	Examples

	1
	Negative Prefixes
	un-

a-
	The opposite of

Lacking in
	Adjective

Participle

Adjective, noun
	Unclear, undefended

a moral

asymmetry

	2
	Reservative or privative prefixes
	un-

dis 
	To reverse action, to deprive of

As for un-
	Verb

Verb participle

Noun
	Untie, unhorse

Disconnect, discoloured, discontent

	3
	Pejorative prefixes
	Mis-

Pseudo-
	Wrong, astray

False imitation
	Verb, abstract  noun, participle

Noun adjective
	Misinform, misconduct, misleading, pseudoteeth, 

pseudo intellectual

	4
	Degree/size prefixes
	Hyper

Mini
	Extremely

Little
	Adjective

Noun
	Hyperactive

Miniskirt

	5
	Attitudinal prefixes
	Co

Pro
	Join with

On the side of; in support of
	Verb, noun,

Noun, denominal adjective
	Co-operative, 

co-teacher

Pro-democracy, pro-socialist

	6
	Locative prefixes
	Super

Trans
	Over

Across
	Noun

Denominal adjective verb
	Trans-saharan

Transplant

	7
	Time and order prefixes
	Fore-

Ex-
	Before

Former
	Verb, abstract noun
	Foresee, foreknowledge

Ex-wife

	8
	Number prefixes
	Uni-

Mono-

Multi-

Poly
	One

Many
	Adjective noun

Adjective noun
	Unilinear

Monotheism

Multidimensional

Polytheism

	9
	Conversion prefixes
	En-

a-
	Make to be

As for
	
	Endear

A float, a good

	10
	Intensifier prefixes 
	Re-


	Do again


	Noun


	Re-professionalism

Re-enact


Table 1: Types of Prefixes adapted from Odebunmi (2006:41)

However, functional classification of morpheme accounts for the grammatical related function of morpheme. As such, we can distinguish derivational and inflectional morphemes. While a derivational morpheme changes the word class of a word to which it is added, an inflectional morpheme does not, but only adds something of grammatical nature to the root or base; and only comes at the end of words (see Idowu, 2001). In respect of the foregoing, Odebunmi (2006) rendered some categories of suffixes as contained in the table below:
	S/N
	Suffixes 
	Meaning 
	Grammatical 
	Example

	1
	-ster; eer
	Person engaged in an occupation or activity
	Noun to Noun
	Gangster; auctioneer-

	2
	-let; ette
	Small
	Noun to noun
	Leaflet;kitchenette

	3
	-er; or
	Agentive and instrumental
	Verb to noun
	Rider; resistor

	4
	-less
	Without
	Noun to Adjective
	Penniless; harmless

	5
	-y
	Like; covered with
	Noun to adjective
	Creamy; luxury

	6
	-ish
	Somewhat
	Adjective to adjective
	Whitish; biggish


Table 2: Types of Suffixes adapted from Odebunmi (2006:41)

4.
Data Presentation and Analysis 

Our study of the grammatical features of army discourse in Nigeria reveals that four morphological elements characterised the discourse. These are abbronymy, suffixation, prefixation and compounding. The table below gives the summary of the distribution of these elements in the data.          

	Features  
	Freq. Dist.
	% Ave.
	       Examples

	Abbronyms                        
	37
	37.37
	MWO, Maj. Gen, S.S, NDA etc

	Suffixation
	34
	34.34
	officer, quotable, awareness etc.

	Prefixation
	8
	8.08
	Non commission officer

	Compounding   
	20
	20.20
	Free ticket, teamwork, tombola night etc.


Table 3:  Morphological Features of Nigerian Army Discourse
4.1 Abbronyms


From the table above, abbronyms has the highest frequency in the distribution with 37 occurrences.  Odebunmi (2006) coins abbronyms to explain abbreviations and acronyms, with the former denoting the act of shortening words, and the latter as a word formed from the initial letters of other words. Both instances of abbronyms are found in the data for this study.


Six categories of abbronyms are revealed in the data. These are rank, position, unit, institution, divisional, and place abbronyms. Rank abbronyms indicate the ranks of officers and men e.g. Maj. Gen (for Major General), MWO (for Master Warrant Officer), S.S (for Staff Sergeant) etc. Position abbronyms indicate the position held by Army personnel in form of appointment, and this is usually done according to seniority. Some of these are SNCO (for Senior Non Commission Officer), RSM (for Resident Sergeant Major), GOC (for General Officer Commanding, COS (for Chief of Staff), and PMC (President of the Mess Committee). Institution abbronyms refer to the names of the institution of the Army in general and those where training are done; these include NA (for the Nigerian Army), NDA (Nigerian Defence Academy), SC (for Staff College) and WC (War College). Divisional Abbronyms denote divisions of the Army e.g 2 Div (for 2nd Divisional Headquarters); while Unit abbronyms indicate some constituents of an Army Division e.g Art. Brig. (for Artillery Brigade). Of all these types position/appointment abbronyms have the highest frequency. Abbronyms with some of their examples are given below: 

	Types of Abbronyms
	Examples

	Rank
	NCO, SS, Lt. Gen., Maj. Gen., Cpt. etc.

	Position
	SNCO, PMC, GOC etc.

	Unit
	Army Brig., 4 Brig. etc.

	Institution/

Professional
	NA, SC, WC, NDA etc.

	Divisional
	2 Div

	Place
	GR


           Table 4:  Abbronyms in the Nigerian Army Discourse

The primary purpose of abbronyms is to economise the usually long terminology in the field (Odebunmi 2006). Thus, in the Nigerian Army, some words are shortened in order to minimise the time that would have been spent, had they pronounced in full; this is in consonance with the hallmark of the military that emphasises more action and little words. Some examples of abbronyms are contained in the following texts:

Example 1 

Chairman: 
PMC, Master Warrant Officers, Warrant Officers, Invited Senior NCO, Senior 

                  
NCO,… Invited Guest; … , Ladies and Gentlemen.

From the above, PMC stands for the President of the Mess Committee; while NCO means Non Commission Officer, and can largely be found in the Nigerian Army discourse.

Example 2

PMC:
Thank you very much chairman of Tombola committee. You are all welcome to today’s Programme. Our Tombola for sometimes now has not come up. So, today is an opportunity; and shortly the GOC may be coming to join us. Therefore, all Master Warrant officers present; all Masters Warrant Officers present, please come up here. All master Warrant Officers present here (pause), come up and to the table. Then, all Unit RSM; Unit RSM (short pause). Master Warrant Officers present, come up here…

GOC is a position abbronym (acronym), meaning General Officer Commanding. The officer so named is the Commander of an Army Division under which there are various units; while RSM  who is always the coordinator of parade activities means Resident Sergeant Major, and is also a position (acronym) abbronym. 

4.2
Suffixation

Suffixation is an instance of affixation that appears in word final position. Suffixation constitutes significant distribution of the morphological features found in the data, with 34 occurrences. From the data, we noted eight patterns of suffixation as analysed below: 

	Patterns
	Frequency
	Examples

	Verb         Noun
	7
	Arrangement, preacher, generator etc.

	Noun        Noun
	9
	Christians, officer, regimentation etc.

	Adj.         Noun
	3
	wisdom, awareness, opportunity.

	Verb         Adj.
	5
	management, successive, quotable etc.

	Noun       Adj.
	4
	biblical, autocratic, indigenous,   professional.

	Adj           Adv
	1
	Immediately.

	Adj.          Verb
	1
	Professionalise.

	Noun       Verb
	1
	Politicize



Table 5: Suffixation in the Nigerian Army Discourse


Of the pattern of suffixation found in the data, the Noun to Noun predominates, with 9 occurrences; this points to the fact that nominals abound in the Nigerian Army discourse, especially in respect of the genres under considerations. This view is confirmed by the Verb to Noun pattern with 7 occurrences, which is next to Noun to Noun pattern, as reflected in the table above. This choice is preferred so as to avoid ambiguity and misinterpretation which the clustering of words may have caused (as a result of complex morphological processes), and their attendant negative implications on security. 
4.3
Compounding
Compounding results when two words are used together to yield a new meaning and can be subcategorized into open (spelled as two words, e.g., free ticket), closed (e.g bombom), or hyphenated compound words. 20 occurrences of compound words are noted in the data, and these occur predominantly in Tombola game, parade and lecture genres. The compound words noted in the data consist of open and closed ones, with the former predominating. Some of these are team work, free ticket, pepper soup, tombola night, bombom etc, as shown in the following examples.

Example 3

G.D:
Master Warrant Officers here present, the Warrant Officers, all Protocol duly observed. Ahh we are going to the first call of this Tombola Night. I believe that, the first twenty that arrived here, they have their own eh free ticket; so, if you don’t have free ticket, that is to say that you came behind the bar.

In the Example 3 above, Free ticket is an instance of open compound word, consisting of free+tickets. The ticket, containing some numbers to be called and marked are given freely during Tombola Night to some soldiers that arrived early enough, with the correct marking of numbers on the ticket attracting certain amount of money as a gift, ranging from ₦500 to ₦1000, payable to the winners at the shout of House Buggy which is a slangy compound word.

Slang, as used here, means informal words and expressions that are more common in the spoken language of a particular group of people such as the Nigerian Army. These codes are informal in nature, and are peculiar to the Nigerian Army discourse; and, as such, might not be intelligible to non-members, as they do not share the knowledge of those codes. This aligns with the view of Jowitt (1991:132) who observes that slang is “to some extent a code, intelligible only to its users”. Examples are found in the following interactions:

Example 4 

          G. D:
That is a very buggy house baje. That is a very buggy house. The last Number on board is 82. Shout house? While I see that beer; but your food is on course, beer is on course, we can call second or any one of them to serve you better. My last number is 82.  

Soldiers: Yes.

Example 5

           G. D:
Our number today.

           Soldier: Check your bombom!

           G. D:   
Check your bombom… Next number on the game. Next number on this game 2 Div.Nigerian Army…I like am o. You you no like am? Faya we. I like am. On 7 and 3.Mark 73. Mark 73. Mark 73. House for all. 

From Example 4 above, House Buggy or Buggy house, which can be used interchangeably, is a compound word consisting of House+Buggy; it denotes the winner of a ticket game during Tombola Night. When a particular number is called by the Game Director for marking, the person that marks the exact number will shout house buggy or buggy house indicating that a winner has emerged. 

From text 5 above, Bombom is a pidgin and is an example of closed compound word split into bom+bom which means bottom, uttered during the free ticket game at Tombola Night. 

Another instance of slangy expression is found in a good number of compound expressions used to describe numbers, which may be difficult for the non-initiates to understand, as illustrated in the texts below:

Example 6

         G.D:   
The number that is coming up again. It is the one fat woman with a few leg, big head and fat buttocks. The last number am calling now--Number! Number 43. 43 is my last number. I am only looking for the number. The whole number at the centre; the whole number at the centre. By the time you Get your last figure mark; shout house. Can I see anybody shouting house?

        Soldiers:
(shout). House!    
        G. D:  
That is House Buggy. My last number; this one with two tiny legs; one facing up one facing down. The legs are very tiny, and it cannot carry the body. Number, 77.

        Soldiers:
 (repeat) 77.

          G.D:       
77 is my last number.

 In Example 6 above, one fat woman with a few leg, big head and fat buttock, which are  instances of slangy compounding, are used to describe number 43, while 77 refers to two tiny legs, one facing up, one facing down... All these slangy compounding are unique to the discourse of the Nigerian Army, during Tombola game activities as illustrated in Example 6 above. 

The data also reveal open compound words that depict various appointments in the Nigerian Army, which members can easily understand as a result of the mutual understanding of those words that are shared. This is illustrated in the conversation below

Example 7

GOC:
… And whatever it is I want to think that the resource person adequately cover that because if you give a task to an officer, to my own understanding, and you have provided him with the resources, ... Every officer would have been trained in his own ah aspect of the job he is to do. If you are a platoon commander, you will be trained to be a Platoon Commander; so also a Company Commander, Battalion Commander, Brigade Commander and General Officer Commanding.

In Example 7 above, platoon commander, Company Commander, Battalion Commander, Brigade Commander and General Officer Commanding are all instances of open compounding noted in the data that denote appointment. Platoon is a small group of soldiers that is part of a company; company is a group of soldiers that is part of a battalion, and a battalion is a large group of soldiers that forms part of a brigade, while brigade is a large group of soldiers that forms a unit of the army. It is worthy of note that all instances of compounding above are restricted the context of the Military. The table below shows examples of compound words and their denotation:

	Compound Word Types
	Reference/Denotation
	Examples

	Open 
	Slang
	House Buggy or Buggy house

	
	Appointment
	Company Commander, Battalion Commander

	
	Number Description
	one fat woman with a few leg, big head and fat buttock

	Closed
	Pidgin
	Buttock, Bombom



Table 6: Compounding in the Nigerian Army Discourse

4.4
Prefixation


As said earlier, prefixation are affixation at the word initial position, and has the least occurrences of the morphological features (8). The least usage of this type of suffixation testifies to the fact that, in the Army, the use of  clustering words are  avoided so as to check ambiguity, and misinterpretation which may result from complex morphological processes, and to circumvent their attendant negative implications on security. Examples are found in the following texts
Example 8

5th Officer: If we take a look at some of the disadvantages you gave about authoritarian

 leaders, I mean by that, I mean you say he takes action such that it kills the

 initiative of the junior officers; he believes he knows everything and he is just he

 is just right. He doesn’t feel that his junior can

Example 9

GOC :The training is in tandem with Nigerian Army corporate pride to to attain the 

highest level of professionalism.…It is in a bid to re-professionalise the Army that successive Chief of Army Staff since the return to democratic rule in 1999 strive to take the Army back to its glorious days by resuscitating those values and aspect of regimentation apparently jettison during an incursion into politics…
Instances of prefixation that are noted in the data occur during lecture interaction. Some of them are dis- in disadvantages which is an example of reservative or privative prefixes and re- in reprofessionalise, which is an instance of intensifying prefix. The following table shows the class of prefixation and examples   words and their denotation:

	Examples
	Class of Prefixation  
	Examples

	8
	Reservative/private Prefix
	Disadvantages

	9
	Intensifying Prefix
	reprofessionalise  



Table 7: Prefixation in the Nigerian Army Discourse

5. Conclusion

This paper has examined the morphological features in the Nigerian Army talks. The features, which account for the skillful ways in which words are formed, depict the peculiarity of language use in the Nigerian Army in diverse contexts, and bothered on what generally affect the communicative skill of Nigerian soldiers for effective soldiering and service delivery.  Consequently, access to this study will further enrich members with the morphological structures in the field of the Army, thereby avoid ambiguity in the use of words that may be detrimental to security issues. 
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