THE SYNTAX AND COLLOCATIONS OF AKAN IDEOPHONES
RESPONSES TO REVIEWERS AND EDITOR’S COMMENTS
	Reviewer’s comments
	Responses to the comments

	Torn between American and British spellings in the work
	We have opted for British spellings throughout the work

	‘the morphological behaviors of the variant in Akan negation morphemes thus generating the syntactic behaviors underpinning the operation of Akan negation inflections’ not clear in the Abstract
	It has been reconstructed as ‘…the morpho-phonological and pragmatic characteristics of ideophones’

	negation in syntax having little studies in the abstract
	It has been reworded as ‘…not much have been done…’

	‘having’ and ‘their’ in the Abstract 
	We have reconstructed the sentence as ‘… this study assesses the polarity sensitivity of Akan ideophones towards the categorization of ideophones into two; namely, Affirmative Polarity Ideophones (API) that only collocate with positive verbs and Negative Polarity Ideophones (NPI) that only collocate with negated verbs in the tense aspects mood.’

	The structure of the introduction appears like abstract than its primary rhetorical function.

	We have revised the introduction to meet the objectives of the study

	‘Degree’ in section 3
	We have deleted the ‘Degree’ and the section has been merged with section 2 (Conceptual Framework)

	Hulstaert (1962) in section 3
	It has been deleted

	Give examples of Akan ideophones derived from verbs in section 3 
	It has been modified as ‘Examples of deverbative ideophones and their collocation with the source verb in the Akan phrase include atsew tseee!, awaw waa!, dow no doee! respectively glossed as (tear, split, inject) and the final words are ideophones of the sounds in these verbs’ in section 2 

	Sentence fragments in section 4
	The sections have been rearranged and taken care of in section 3 as ‘The debate on the syntactic category of ideophones continues to be a matter of divided opinion. In this debate,  Dryer (1997), Croft (2001), Laughlin (2007), Haspelmath (2007), Beck (2008) among others identified ideophones in their various language of research as part of the other major lexical classes while other scholars such as Alpher (1994), Agyekum (2008), Kanu (2008), treat ideophones as an independent word class.’

	Roehl (1911)  cited but not referenced
	This has been replaced with recent literature such as Agyekum (2008) in section 3.

	Language use
	The manuscript has been proofread again to avoid errors.

	Ideophones performing nominal roles in section 4
	We have worked on it in section 3. Our data indicated that Akan ideophones can function as verbs, adverbs, adjectives and nouns.

	No discussions on the illustrations on the tree diagrams in section 4
	We have made discussions on all the illustrations in section 4

	Misplaced structure ‘the proceeding constructions solidifies this assertion’ in section 5
	This has been constructed as ‘The following group of sentences further illustrates that Affirmative Polarity Ideophones (API) collocate with affirmative verbs in a sentence and negating the verb affects the grammar and the meaning in the sentence’ in section 4.1

	‘ran’ in section 5 
	It has been changed into ‘run’ in section 4.1

	‘walks’ in section 5
	It has been changed into ‘walk’ in section 4.1

	‘fell’ in section 5
	It has been changed into ‘fallen’ in section 4.1

	Progovac (1991) in section 5
	The year has been changed into (1993) and it has been referenced.

	‘hute’ in section 7
	The sentence has been reconstructed as ‘Obiara renyɛ hom huute’ in section 4.2

	‘boe’ in section 7
	This has been worked on in section 3 as a nominal.

	‘tsew’ in section 7
	This has been changed into ‘taw(u)’ in section 4.2

	‘ambiguity’ in section 9
	This has been clarified in section 4.1 as ‘In this negation, the interpretation is that the action in the verb happened or is still in the affirmative/positive only that perhaps it did not happen in the intensity as described or modified by the ideophone but in another manner.’

	Justification of the problem statement
	We have justified it the abstract and, in the introduction, as ‘… Saah (1995), Bodomo (2006), Agyekum (2008), have dilated on the morpho-phonological and pragmatic characteristics of ideophones but not much on the syntax-semantics characteristics of Akan ideophones, especially its polarity sensitivity.’

	Scanty information on determining the class of Akan ideophones using the X bar theory
	We have provided much data in sections 3 and 4.

	Referencing
	Cited works have been referenced

	Modification of Theory
	We have applied ‘Prokovac’s (1993) theory of Downward Entailment’ as against the 1988.



