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Title 
1. The term “popular culture” is the acceptable African way of life which is generally accessible, disseminated and accessed (Nguigi, 2007). Consciousness, on the other hand, means thematic issues and messages that reflect and refract socio-political, economic and religious African realities. Popular culture consciousness, therefore, means African cultural acceptable, accessible, disseminated, and assessed messages that show socio-cultural, political, economic, and religious realities. In this paper, I retain the term popular culture consciousness.
2. I retain the term African States because previous studies such as Souza (2008), Adedeji (2013) Alo and Ayinuola (2017), and Ayinuola (2020) have all used the term African states to mean African countries or nations.
3. I have equally narrowed the topic to lexical representation instead of linguistic representation. 
Introduction 
4. An African is changed to an African man.
Statement of the problem
5. That all the reviewed papers are relevant has been rephrased to mean that Souza’s work examines national anthems of African states that were originally written in English.  
Theoretical framework
6. Comment 
Show how the ideational, interpersonal and textual aspects of grammar are manifested in the anthems. Don’t focus on linguistic forms only. SFL is more than linguistic forms.
Reactions
I have reworked this section of the paper with insights from Halliday’s textual function as the basis for the linguistic forms, while DHA accounts for linguistic forms.
Methodology
7. Comment
Section 4 is very short. Provide a justification for selecting the anthems and explain or show briefly how you’re deploying the two theories in the analysis and discussion.
	Reactions 
This has been attended to in the body of the revised work.
8. Comments 
Rwanda is in the East African Community, but it is not in East Africa.
Reactions 
Rwanda has been removed from the list of selected anthems and replaced with Djibouti.
9. Comment
The countries listed in the table should be reconciled with those whose national anthems you have actually analyzed. For instance, Zimbabwe and South Africa do not appear in the table, but you’ve analyzed their national anthems. Please note that there are other countries, too, which do not appear here but appear in the analysis. 
	Reaction 
I have expanded the scope of the anthems. 
Data analysis and discussion of findings 
10. Comment 
Don’t you think that the concept of supra family is subsumed under the concept of unity?
	Reaction  
No, national unity and supra family are two separate discourse issues with different lexical choices explicating them. While supra family is lexicalised in lexical metaphor and kinship terms, national unity is explicated in words and phrases showing unity such as united, one people, one soul, forget what divides us, one heart, unite, and united than ever and so on. 
11. Comment
In the analysis, you need to examine the type of sentences used, besides looking at the expressions or words you have identified. For example, two types of sentences are used in most of the anthems: imperative and declarative sentences. Their choice and use cannot be accidental. There is a purpose(s) they serve. In addition, theme and rheme deserve to be looked at as well. For instance, when are people (represented by the pronouns we/us or the noun nation) and concepts or ideas such as unity presented as theme or rheme, and why? 
Reaction 
In the analysis, I have changed the focus to the analysis of lexical choices. Thus, my attention is directed to how lexical choices explicate the discourse issue of popular culture consciousness in selected national anthems of African states.  Halliday’s theme and rheme was not used. 
12. Comment 
The DHA requires getting data from various sources. So, try to find out whether the countries had national anthems while under colonial rule and, if they had, look at what such anthems focused on. Analyse them briefly. You might also wish to look at the current constitutions of the same countries. Although constitutions are legal documents, they may contain certain things related to what you see in the anthems.
Reaction 
I quite agree with the reviewer. However, some of the anthems were replaced thereby suggesting that the previous anthems were not in tandem to the current socio-political and religious realities. What obtained in the previous anthems is different from what is obtainable now. That is why attention has been given to investigating political antecedents of selected African anthems. Also, Nigeria’s former national anthem says though our tongue may divide in brotherhood we stand” preaches and foregrounds ethnicity which is inimical to national growth. The anthem was replaced with the current anthem in 1978.   
13. Comment
In the main body, especially in your discussion of the findings, try to relate the findings to what obtains in some of the African countries you have chosen. For example, is there unity in Nigeria? Is there unity in Kenya? Have large-scale quarrels ceased in Gabon? Why is it that most of the things mentioned in the anthems elude the African countries concerned? I believe that looking at the anthems in relation to what obtains in the countries will enhance the quality of your paper to a very considerable extent. 
Reactions 
In actual sense, there is unity in all the African countries. This is explicated during national festivals or football competitions. In realities, it is obvious that there is no unity at all. I did  not want to dabble into this because of lack of space. This paper has already exceeded the number of words and pages. Additionally,  it is not within the scope of this study. 



