Identity construction in the anthems of selected Colleges of Education in Ghana
	
Abstract
While institutions are identified aesthetically by logos and crests, anthems identify institutions with respect to heritage, vision, and mission. Lyrics of anthems are tendentially terse but enriched with a lot of meanings. So far, the subject of form and function of institutional anthems has received considerable scholarly attention in the Ghanaian linguistico-literary literature. However, little attention has been given to anthems of the Colleges of Education. This present study, therefore, investigates how identity is constructed in anthems of Colleges of Education. Using purposive sampling, seven (7) Colleges of Education were selected from the Eastern and Greater Accra Regions. Results of the study show among other things that colleges tend to construct their identity around their names, mottos, via literary devices such as metaphor, personification and repetition. A crucial observation from this study is that anthems are very important elements in the construction of identities of colleges, hence, attention must be paid to the lyrics. 
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1. INTRODUCTION
Anthems are musical compositions of celebration usually used as symbols of identification. According to Mwinwelle (2020), anthems are poetic songs that seek to praise nations, institutions, organizations or associations in order to create solidarity among members through the use of linguistic devices to hammer home their intended message.
One type of anthem is the national anthem of countries, which are songs that serve specific communication functions. Cerulo (1993) opines that national anthems are used to create bonds, motivate patriotic actions, honour the efforts of citizens and legitimize formal authority. For example, the national anthem of Ghana enjoins all Ghanaians to be “bold to defend forever the cause of freedom and of right”. It also stated that God should “help us to resist oppressors’ rule with all our will and might for evermore.” Without a doubt, national anthems define a country’s identity. 
The importance of national anthems is not only found in the name but also the role they play within the national socio-cultural development architecture. In African socio-cultural landscape, national anthems are considered sacred as are liberation songs (Cusack, 2005). Most of them were composed by Africans during the struggle for independence, and also from colonialism during the 1950s. National anthems have remained under-utilized in both academic and policy discourses, despite their strong symbolism and nationalistic ingenuity.  
Another type of anthem is the institutional anthem. Institutional anthems are symbolic, lyrical and rhythmic renditions that portray the uniqueness and identity of institutions (Mwinwelle, 2020). They could also be construed as musical and lyrical symbols that seek to unite and awaken institutions to live up to the task underpinning their establishment, in the same way, crests, emblems and logos differentiate one institution from another. Institutional anthems also help to distinguish one institution from another. The lyrics and the rhythms of these anthems are well crafted such that the anthems become permanent in the minds of members of the institution. This explains why it is easy for people to remember (or even recite) the anthems of their Alma mater many years after they have left the institution. 
In the composition of institutional anthems, composers resort to language as a compositional tool. Language is employed stylistically to express the thoughts, orientation, vision, principles, values, and beliefs of the institution. According to Mwinwelle et. al (2020), there is a relationship between language and music because music serves as a judicious medium of transmission of language from generation to generation. They argue that the relationship between music and language is symbiotic. In this way, music can serve as a medium for presenting language so as language can also serve as a medium for presenting music. Music, therefore, uses language to entertain, inform, unite and to educate. Music and language are therefore inseparable.
In the Ghanaian linguistic literature, the subject form and function of institutional anthems has received some scholarly attention. The anthems of University of Cape Coast (UCC), University of Education, Winneba (UEW), University of Ghana, Legon (UG), and the University for Development Studies, Tamale (UDS), have all been analyzed from a literary, pragmatic and/or sociolinguistic perspective. However, little attention has been given to anthems of the Colleges of Education in Ghana. 
The present study therefore seeks to fill the gap by investigating the lyrical structure of the anthems of seven (7) colleges of education, with a view to finding out how identity is constructed in the anthems of the colleges. The study seeks to provide answers to the following research questions: (a) What are the linguistico-literary devices used in the anthems of Colleges of Education in Ghana to construct identities; (b) What are the thematic components of identity found in the anthems of the Colleges of Education?
The rest of the paper is organized as follows: a review of pertinent literature is offered in section (2). A description of the data and methods employed in the study is provided in section (3). Analysis of the data is provided in section (4) and a conclusion is offered in section (5).

2. LITERATURE REVIEW
The review of pertinent literature is organized thematically. The three (3) thematic areas discussed include (a) National Anthems; (b) Anthems of Educational Institutions; (c) The communicative role of literary devices

National Anthems
Composers resort to varied linguistic devices and strategies to create their music (and in this case anthems). Every nation has its own identity that is mirrored through symbolic historical monuments, artifacts, dress codes and music including the national anthem. 
These linguistic devices and strategies are the medium through which song writers construct anthems. National anthems have been the subject of many studies. In what follows, we discuss the findings of some of these studies.
We begin with Amenorvi & Grumah (2019), who investigated the major themes espoused in the national anthems of English West Africa and also sought to find out how the themes identified are projected linguistically and literally. They selected Ghana, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, Liberia and The Gambia based on their colonial history, language and geographical location. Their findings indicate that the major themes adopted in the national anthems of the countries of their study are themes of unity, religion, freedom, and modesty, which are linguistically projected by conscious diction, such as the use of content lexical items. In addition, the lyrics in the anthems are full of repetition, apostrophe, oxymoron, imagery, rhythm and metaphor to convey the various themes.
Secondly, Oyeyemi (2018) conducted a study on Nigeria’s National Anthem with the aim of exploring its linguistic elements for optimal understanding and comprehensibility. Oyeyemi’s study was able to show that each line of Nigeria’s anthem has a relatively emphatic focus promoting and encouraging nationhood. Oyeyemi also brought to the fore the fact that anthems are genres of poetry, hence they are characterized by few words expressing inexhaustible meanings.
Onditi (2018) also conducted a study on the value system and normative potential in African national anthems. Onditi’s article employed a thematic network analysis to examine the lyrics produced by African national anthems on the basis of basic themes, organizational themes and global themes. The study examined the anthems of all 55 African countries against the set criteria mentioned earlier. The study indicates that lyrics emerging from national anthems present both harmony and tension in the evolution of ‘African Potentials’. The study also debunked the argument that African national anthems are similar. He argued that the anthems rather bear a special relationship with the nation they represent.
A further study on national anthems was conducted by Mesbah (2019). He explored how national anthems of African and non-African Arab nations reflect a collective identity. In the study, Mesbah (2019) analyzed the national anthems of 22 Arab countries using the textual thematic analysis to identify the common attributes of national identity in these anthems and the variance in referring to political entities, national symbols, and natural artifacts according to the political system in the country.

Anthems of Educational Institutions 
First, Mwinwelle et al. (2020) adopted a qualitative exploratory procedure to design a transitivity analysis of process types and their encoded implications in selected Ghanaian university anthems. The study was on anthems of University of Cape Coast, University of Education, University of Ghana, and University for Development Studies. The study indicated the predominant use of material processes to explain the expected actions to be taken by members of the universities to help in the holistic progress of the institutions.
Second, Mwinwelle & Adukpo (2019) conducted yet another study on the use of lexical cohesive devices in selected Ghanaian university anthems. The four universities earlier mentioned were used for the study. Even though Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and Technology (KNUST) is one of the traditional universities, the researchers did not select it because their anthem is an adopted Christian hymn. The study investigated how lexical cohesion is used in the anthems of the selected universities. The results indicated that among the types of lexical cohesive devices, repetition and collocation are predominantly used to make the anthems memorable while superordination is least used to minimize lexical variety in order to make the anthems less wordy. The study therefore concluded that repetition, synonymy, antonymy, collocation and superordination are the lexical cohesive devices used in university anthems to achieve emphasis, rhythm and appeal in the process of negotiating meaning in their use of language.
Third, Mwinwelle (2020) conducted a linguistic analysis of the lyrics in the anthem of the University of Education, Winneba, using the linguistic and stylistic categories framework postulated by Leech and Short (1981). The results of the study focused on the use of lexical items, grammatical structures, figures of speech and content-tied cohesive devices. The researcher found out that rich but simple lexical items were used to help in the basic understanding and in the memorization of the lyrics in the anthems. Secondly, declarative and compound sentences were mainly used as grammatical devices to express members’ level of commitment towards the university. Next, figures of speech such as repetition, metaphors, personification, alliteration and assonance were employed to enhance the musicality of the anthem. Finally, the researcher found out that in the anthem of University of Education, cohesive devices such as repetition, synonymy and co-referencing were used to link ideas in the anthem. The study concluded that the anthem of the University of Education, Winneba, is lyrically and rhythmically enriched with a plethora of stylistic devices.
Another study on anthems of institutions was done by Mwinwelle et al. (2020). The researchers conducted this study in the area of football, as an institution. The study examined how stylistic devices are used to project, construct and reflect various themes in the anthems of two popular rival football teams towards deepening the rivalry ties between them. The findings indicated that repetitions, co-referencing, metaphors, personification, and parallelism are aesthetically used as stylistic devices to project the themes of identity, solidarity, resilience and praises in order to further deepen the rivalry of the two clubs. This study was not on a tertiary educational institution, but we found it important to review it because it examined stylistic devices used to project the theme of identity, which is key in this present study.

The communicative role of literary devices
Literary devices are employed by writers to convey messages in simple, nuanced, and aesthetic manners to the readers. When employed properly, the different they help readers appreciate, interpret and analyze a literary work. In what follows, we provide simple definitions of literary devices identified in the anthems under study.
i. Repetition: This is the recurrence of words, phrases and lines in a piece of writing, especially in poems. According to Amenorvi (2018), repetition can serve the purpose of a memory aid and as a point of emphasis. In composing an anthem, the composer may also use repetition for the pleasure the sounds the word repeated give to the ear.
ii. Metaphors: Metaphor is the comparison of two different things without the use of words such as like, as, so as. 
iii. Personification: Personification is a literary device whereby non-human entities are attributed with human qualities.
iv. Cohesion: Cohesion, according to Halliday and Hassan (1976), refers to relations of meaning that exist within the text and that define it as a text.
v. Apostrophe: Reboul (1989) cited in Amenorvi & Grumah (2019) explains apostrophe as a figure that addresses someone else other than our true audiences. What apostrophe in literary work does is that it brings into focus the importance of the one addressed outside an audience and unites the three, that is the addresser, the addressee and the audience.

3. METHODOLOGY
Data 
This section examines the data used in this study, that is, anthems of the various colleges selected for the study. The seven (7) Colleges under study are SDA College of Education, Presbyterian College of Education, Akropong, Accra College of Education, Kibi Presbyterian College of Education, Ada College of Education, Mt. Mary College of Education, and Abetifi College of Education (see Appendix for the full anthems of each College).
The anthem of SDA College of Education has 41 words and 6 lines. The anthem is an apostrophe to SDA College of Education. This anthem is a call to praise the college. It eulogizes the college to be a college of wisdom which provides knowledge and service to its members. Furthermore, through its members, the college provides socio-politico and economic needs to our dear nation, Ghana.
Presbyterian College of Education (Akropong)’s anthem has 83 words and 9 lines. The college prides itself as the first training college, now college of education, hence it is referred to as the “Mother of our schools”. In the anthem, the college is praised for its wonderful achievement by educating many sons and daughters from various tribes, both far and near. It therefore calls on its sons and daughters to raise their voices in thankfulness and praise to the college.
The anthem of Accra College of Education has 67 words and 11 lines. The anthem is a call to the college community to lift the banner of the college and praise the college for her good name. The college is noted for training its youth to be disciplined, hence members both past and present should hold the college in most high esteem. 
The anthem of Kibi Presbyterian College of Education has 46 words and 8 lines. The anthem is a call on members of the community to arise and shine and lift up the banner of the college. The anthem refers to the college as the seat of good teacher education for mankind’s progress in all fields. It further calls on the community, both past and present, to get up and be counted to make the college greater and better.
The anthem of Ada College of Education has 73 words and 12 lines. The anthem is also an apostrophe eulogizing the college for being a “home away from home” meaning the conditions in the college are conducive for learning such that members of the college feel at home any time they step foot on the campus. The anthem refers to the college as a college of honour and a fountain of knowledge. This means that the college has a reputable name as well as a place where knowledge is given freely. The anthem is also a pledge by members, both past and present, to the college that wherever they may be the name of the college shall be held high. Furthermore, members of the community pledge that they will always be guided by their motto, “Awareness, Curiosity, and Compassion.”
The anthem of Mount Mary, a Catholic mission college, has 75 words and 18 lines. The anthem talks about the college being noble and trains people from all over the country in character training and academic excellence. The anthem also glorifies their patroness, St Mary, the Mother of God whom they rely on. The anthem is also a call to the students of the college to unite and proclaim the name of the college.
Abetifi Presbyterian College has the least number of words in their anthem with 32 words and 7 lines. Their anthem is also an apostrophe eulogizing the college for producing teachers. In the anthem, members of the college, both past and present, pledge that they would always go forth and shine wherever they may be.

Methods
The present study adopts a qualitative thematic design to analyze the anthems of 7 colleges of education. The purposive sampling technique was used to select the respective colleges given that it offers better insights and more precise results.
All the colleges selected were from the Eastern and Greater Accra Regions (EGAR) due to easy accessibility. Furthermore, the colleges are all in one zone. There are 46 public colleges of education in Ghana, which have been put into zones. The zones are Ashanti/Brong – ASHBA, Volta/ Oti – VOTI, Central/ Western – CENTWES, Tamale, and of course Eastern/Greater – EGAR.  
The colleges selected are SDA College of Education -SDA, Asokore; Presbyterian College of Education - PCE, Akropong; Kibi Presbyterian College of Education, -KPCE, Kibi; Abetifi Presbyterian College of Education- ABETICOE, Abetifi; Ada College of Education- ADACoE, Ada; Accra College of Education- AcCE, Accra and Mount Mary College- MOMACO, Somanya. The population of the study therefore comprises the anthems of the 7 public colleges in Ghana. Each of the items of the sample has been given an abbreviated code for easy reference. The anthems have also been coded into lines. All the lyrics of the anthems of the selected colleges were retrieved from copies of the anniversary brochures of the colleges (see appendix for lyrics)
For easy identification purposes, we coded and numbered the lines in the anthems (see appendix). In the analysis, we identified, manually, the lines in the anthems that construct the identity of the colleges. we also looked at the linguistic devices used to project identity in the anthems.

4. DATA ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION 
The results of the analysis are discussed and presented by identifying the lines in the anthems that construct identity of the colleges. The first mark of identity of a tertiary educational institution is the name of the institution. The name of an institution identifies it from another institution; hence we see these names on emblems, symbols, mottos, and in anthems of the institutions. In the anthems of the colleges, we identified themes such as name, motto, and religion as ways the colleges construct their identity.
Name of institution
In the anthems of the colleges under study, the names of the colleges are presented to identify each college from another. The lines below illustrate the point:
		We hail you oh Mother SEDACOE (SDA line 1)
		Lift high the banner of AcCE (AcCE line 1)
		Arise and shine for KPCE (KPCE line 1)
		Ada College of Education (ADACoE line 1)
		For this our Training College the Mother of our schools. (PCE line 1)
		We hail you ABETICOE (ABETICOE line 1)
		Mount Mary: School of Nobility (MOMACO Line 1)
Out of the 7 anthems of the selected colleges, only PCE did not identify their college directly, but they used the expression “Mother of our schools”, which is a well-known expression to all educationists as referring to PCE. 
Mottos
Mottos of colleges can be used to construct identity. Motto is a phrase of some symbolic significance which recurs throughout a work of music. It is therefore appropriate to see the motto of the colleges in anthems. Below is an illustration:
		We shall ever go forth and shine (ABETICOE line 4)
		Gye Nyame shall forever live (AcCE line 10)
		Awareness, Curiosity, and Compassion (ADACoE line 11)
		We praise you for your Knowledge and Service (SDA line 3)
		Arise and Shine for KPCE (KPCE line 1)
		Virtus et Scientia (MOMACO line 18)
From the results, all the anthems of the colleges used for the study included their mottos, except PCE. ABETICOE has its motto “Go forth and shine”. This is an admonition to its members to move out after completion of their courses to go and shine wherever they may find themselves. Furthermore, it is a call on its members to distinguish themselves wherever they are. AcCE has “Gye Nyame” literally meaning “Except God”. Their motto personifies the college as an immortal entity which shall forever live. By this, the members of the college see their college growing from strength to strength. Furthermore, the college is encouraging its members that nothing can break their back except God so they should forge ahead. ADACoE has “Awareness, Curiosity and Compassion” as their motto. Their motto encourages its members to seek awareness of knowledge, be curious, and above all, have compassion for their students that they teach as well as other people they come across. SDA has “Knowledge and Service” as their motto. This is a call to its members to seek knowledge and after acquiring it, they should use it to serve. Finally, KPCE has ‘Arise and Shine” as their motto. This motto is also a call to the KPCE community to arise and shine wherever they are. They should be ambassadors of the college wherever they are and that they must be a testimonial of the excellence of the college. MOMACO also has their motto: “Virtus et Scientia”, meaning knowledge and virtue, in their motto. This is to encourage her students to seek for knowledge since knowledge is power. MOMACO also uses French in their anthem to construct their identity as can be seen in:
 		Une ecole normale for all (Line 2)
Through the motto of these colleges, identity is constructed because by mentioning the motto, everybody in the college of education system immediately knows the identity of the college. 
Religion
Religion is also a thematic component through which identities are constructed in tertiary educational institutions. In the anthems of the colleges under study, it can be noted that there are elements of religion to identify the colleges as Christian institutions. Out of the 7 colleges, 5 are mission colleges, namely, Kibi Presbyterian College of Education, Abetifi Presbyterian College of Education, Presbyterian College of Education, Akropong, SDA College of Education, Asokore and Mount Mary College of Education. The other two are non-missionary colleges but they also rely on God. In the following lines, we identify the theme of religion.
So, help me God. (SDA line 6)
		With God on our side, we shall surely succeed! (ADACoE line 12)
		May God bless us. (ABETICOE line 7)
		By God’s might you’ll ever live and provide for our (SDA line 4)
		Gye Nyame shall forever live. (AcCE line 11)
		Hail Mary, Mother of God, (MOMACO line 7)
		Glory to thee, Oh Christ Give us (MOMACO line 9)
In the above lines, we realize the God factor in the anthems. The SDA community is relying on God to help it to be able to praise Mother SEDACOE and also to pray that the college lives forever. ADACoE are praying that with God on their side, their members would be able to serve and to shine to proclaim the name of the alma mater, which will result in the success of its members. ABETICOE is praying to God to bless its members. AcCE has been christened “Gye Nyame” literally meaning “Except God”. The prayer of the college community is that their alma mater shall forever live. Mount Mary College uses “Hail Mary, Mother of God” in its anthem to show their Catholic identity. “Hail Mary is a Catholic prayer. By including it in their anthem, the College is portraying its Catholic Identity. In these colleges, we realize that religion is a component of their identity. We provide a summary of the distribution of use of these devices in the Table below. 
Table 1: Distribution of use of linguistico-literary devices
	College
	Linguistico-literary device used
	Themes

	SEDACOE
	Metaphors/cohesion/apostrophe
	Name/motto/religion

	AcCE
	Repetition/personification/cohesion
	Name/motto/religion

	KPCE
	Repetition/metaphors/cohesion
	Name/motto/

	ADACoE
	Repetition/metaphors/cohesion
	Name/motto/religion

	ABETICOE
	Repetition/cohesion
	Name/motto/religion

	MOMACO
	Repetition/metaphor/cohesion
	Name/motto/religion

	PCE
	Metaphors/cohesion/repetition
	-


	
4.1 Linguistic and literary devices used in the anthem
The messages communicated in/with anthems are usually conveyed via linguistic-literary devices. Linguistic and literary devices used in the anthems under study include, repetition, apostrophe, metaphor, personification, and cohesion.
Identity is projected in the repetition of the names of the colleges. These are reflected in the following lines:
		Lift high the banner of AcCE (AcCE line 1)
		Hail the name of AcCE (AcCE line 8)
		Ada College of Education (ADACoE line 1)
		Ada College of Education (ADACoE line 3)
		Gye Nyame shall forever live (AcCE line 10)
		Gye Nyame shall forever live (AcCE line 11)
		Mount Mary: School of Nobility (MOMACO line 1)
		Great Mount Mary (MOMACO line 17)
Repetition is a useful stylistic device that has been employed in the anthems to call on members of AcCE to show reverence to their Alma mater as well as eulogizing the institution Through repetition of the names in the anthem, the college is showing its identity. Repetition is also to make the name of the college project and also to be memorized. ADACoE gives a typical example. In the anthem of AcCE, “Gye Nyame shall forever live” has been repeated to show their identity. “Gye Nyame” (literally translated as ‘Except God’) is their motto, so by repeating it the college seems to show emphasis. Mwinwelle (2020) posits that repetition of names also helps to bring out the musicality in the anthems in order to make them memorable since anthems are meant to be sung off head. Furthermore, Mount Mary College has also repeated its name in lines 1 and l7. This is to show their identity by emphasizing their name.
Apostrophe
Apostrophe is employed in the various anthems. For example, SDA anthem is an address to the college. We find this in the following line.
“We hail you oh Mother SEDACOE” (line 1)
 Other examples are:
“We hail and lift high your name” (ADACoE line2), 
“We hail you ABETICOE”, (ABETICOE line 1)
“We shall ever go forth and shine” (ABETICOE lines 4).
Metaphors
Metaphors are employed in the following lines of the anthems: 
“College of wisdom” (SDA line 2).
 In the above metaphor, the college is seen as an entity which is full of wisdom. 
“For this our Training College The Mother of our schools” (PCE line 1). 
In this metaphor, PCE is referred to as the mother out of whom came other colleges. Indeed, this is their identity, as every teacher knows who the mother of our schools is in Ghana. In the KPCE anthem, we see:
 “KPCE, the seat of good teacher education” (KPCE line 4). 
In this instance, KPCE is referred to as the centre where good teacher education takes place. We all know what a seat does. KPCE is being likened to the quality of this seat which has the capability of supporting things.
 In the anthem of ADACoE, we have instances of metaphor. These are:
 “Our home away from home” (ADACoE line 4). 
In this metaphor, ADACoE is being likened to the home of students. Home provides a conducive environment for everybody. Home is a place where people find comfort and joy. By describing the college as a home away from home, the college is being likened to a place where there is joy and comfort for students to concentrate on their studies.
 Furthermore, we see another instance in:
 “You are the College of Honour” (ADACoE line5).
In this metaphor, the college is said to have the qualities of a reputable entity. Another example is given below: 
“The fountain of knowledge” (ADACoE line 6), 
In the anthem, the college is seen as providing knowledge to its students always, as a fountain flowing every day. In the anthem of Mount Mary College of Education, we see the college being referred to as “School of Nobility” (line 1). Hence, all students in this college are expected to be noble.
Personification
Another linguistic device found in the anthems to construct identity in these colleges is personification. In the PCE and AcCE anthems, there are several instances of personification.  
PCE anthem
Join to sing her praise, let the chorus ring (line 5), and 
Striving now and ever for her glory come now” (line 7).
 		AcCE anthem
 Sing to her name and glory (line 2),
 Her good name shall ever ring in every heart and mind (line 3)
She trains her youth to be disciplined (line 4)
Her pride shall ever remain (line 5)
We’ll sing her name forever (line 7)
Hold her in most high esteem (line 9)
Gye Nyame shall forever live. (line 11)
Cohesion
Pronouns are used in the anthems to achieve cohesion. In the anthems we find pronouns such as ‘We’ ‘You’ ‘Her’ ‘She’ used to achieve cohesion. The use of the pronoun ‘We’ is to establish solidarity among the members of the college. Furthermore, the pronouns ‘We’ and ‘Our’ used in the anthems repetitively refer to members of colleges’ community and other people who will share in the vision and mission of these colleges by singing their anthems. The repetitive use of these pronouns indicates that the colleges are communities on their own and they are made up of people from diverse backgrounds who come together to ensure that these colleges achieve their vision and mission. The use of these pronouns indicates the fact that anthems are usually sung in a group to create institutional spirit of unity which confirms that anthems are sung to create divine, national or institutional spirit (Blagga, 2013).
The anthems also used reference as a cohesive device. 
For example, in the PCE anthem we see reference. 
		And sons of many, a land far and near in it allied, (line 3)
		Gladly now we raise our, voices in thankfulness and praise, (line 4)
In the lines above, the pronoun ‘we’ has been used as a reference to “sons of many”. Another reference is ‘so’ in the following line:
		So, help us God. (SDA line 6)
In the anthems, the writers used demonstrative reference. This can be found in the following line.
		For this our Training College the Mother of our schools. (PCE line 1)
In the anthem of KPCE, we see a comparative reference.

5. CONCLUSIONS AND IMPLICATIONS
This study has shown that the anthems of the colleges of education have been carefully composed to reflect the mission and vision of the colleges. They also project their values and what they stand for. The study revealed that the composers did not just choose words to make the anthems musical and rhythmical but the words were chosen to reflect the values of the colleges. The study identified how tertiary educational institutions, namely colleges of education, construct their identity. The study examined the anthems of 7 colleges of education in Ghana. It was realized that in the anthems the composers identified the colleges by mentioning their names. In the anthems under study, almost all the names of the colleges are mentioned. Apart from the names, the anthems have the mottos of the colleges. These mottos help identify the colleges. Next is the use of figurative expressions. Expressions such as metaphor and personifications were used. Most of the anthems, it was realized, were apostrophes. They were addresses to the colleges as if they were human.
The findings have implications. The study serves as a modest contribution to scholarship on colleges of education anthems since many scholars and researchers have mostly worked on national and university anthems. Perhaps, this study on colleges of education anthems is the first of its kind. Secondly, the study has an implication for composers or song writers to be meticulous in the choice of lyrics for institutional anthems. The study has exposed these composers to the fact that there is the need to keep the mission and vision of the college in mind when composing anthems. Anthems reflect the core values and mission of institutions, hence colleges which use adopted anthems, such as hymns can have a relook at these anthems. The anthem of St Louis College of Education is a classic example. The study has also, without a doubt, confirmed that anthems are poetic literary pieces that encode inexhaustible meanings encoded in few words and can be the single source of data for studies. It was also realized that diverse cohesive devices were used in order to piece the pieces of ideas expressed in the anthem. We recommend that future studies consider the correlation between sound and meaning in anthems.
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APPENDIX: ANTHEMS OF SELECTED COLLEGES
1. 
2. SDA College of Education, Asokore.
We hail you oh Mother SEDACOE for you are a
College of Wisdom.
We praise you for your Knowledge and Service 2x
By God’s might you’ll ever live and provide for our
Dear nation all Socio-politico, Economic needs.
So, help us God.
3. Presbyterian College of Education 
For this our Training College the Mother of our schools
A wonderful achievement by many united tribes.
And sons of many, a land far and near in it allied,
gladly now we raise our, voices in thankfulness and praise,
Join to sing her praise, let the chorus ring
In sincerity; raise your voice to sing
Striving now and ever for her glory come now
Join to sing her praise, let the chorus ring,
Striving now and ever for her glory is our vow.
4. Accra College of Education 
Lift high the banner of AcCE
Sing to her name and glory
Her good name shall ever ring in every heart and mind
She trains her youth to be disciplined
Her pride shall ever remain
We shall love our alma mater
We’ll sing her name forever
Hail the name of AcCE
Hold her in most high esteem
Gye Nyame shall forever live
Gye Nyame shall forever live.

5. Kibi Presbyterian College of Education 
Arise and shine for KPCE
And lift up the banner of your Alma mater
Arise, arise and shine
KPCE, the seat of good teacher education
For the progress of mankind
We shall rise and shine
We shall rise and shine
To make KPCE greater and better

6. Ada College of Education 
Ada College of Education,
We hail and lift high your name,
Ada College of Educaon,
Our home away from home,
You are the College of Honour,
The fountain of knowledge, Wherever we serve,
We shall shine to proclaim your name.
Sons and Daughters of Our Great College!
Arise and shine! Wherever we teach,
We shall be guided by our motto:
Awareness, Curiosity, and Compassion,
With God on our side, We shall surely succeed!

7. Mount Mary College of Education
Mount Mary: School of Nobility,
Une ecole normale for all
From East to West
From North to South
We come for character training
And academic excellence
Hail Mary, Mother of God, our
Patroness
Glory to thee, Oh Christ Give us
Grace
To strive to serve the Nation
We are the professionals to be
Education our goal
Let us unite Let us unite
One and all to proclaim
Great MOMACO
Great Mount Mary
Virtus et Scientia
[image: G:\Untitled-1.tif]
8. [bookmark: _Toc437228156][bookmark: _Toc437228366][bookmark: _Toc437228419]Abetifi College Of Education
We hail you ABETICOE  2x
We hail hail you
Abetifi College for Teachers
We shall ever go forth and shine
We stand by faith
The noble course is ours
May God bless us.
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