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Abstract
A week barely passes in the Nigerian social space that violence of one form or the other attributed to one of the various agitating groups in the country is not reported in the media. This paper explored a cross comparative analysis of the pictorials in the reportage of Boko Haram sect and the Fulani herdsmen activities as semiotics signs of violence within the Nigeria sociocultural space. 14 pictorials depicting the activities of Boko Haram sects and the Fulani herdsmen in Nigerian were downloaded from the Internet that served as primary data in this study. Using Peirce’s triadic sign relations of icon, index and symbol, the study categorised the identified pictorials in the reportage and analysed them as semiotics sign carriage of violence showing that the communicative imports of the pictorials signify violence within the Nigerian sociocultural space in their interpretations. The corpus of sign identified in the data include instrument of war, physical destructions, fatality, facial expressions, emotional display, etc, which are semiotics modals of violence implicative of agony, sorrow, agitation, etc., and symbolism of cruelty, ferocity, homicide and inhumanity generally.  The paper concludes that pictorials are powerful communicative elements in media reportage, and that their usage, as analysed in the primary data in this study, give vivid indication of the entrenchment of violence and violence acts in the Nigerian socio space.
Keywords: Boko Haram, Fulani Herdsmen, reportage, semiotics, terrorism
[bookmark: _GoBack]
