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This study examines how Serial Verb Constructions (SVCs) share Tense/Aspectual, Negation and Future marking in Dagaare, a Gur language spoken in Northern Ghana. The purpose of the study is to contribute to the literature on SVCs. Serial Verb Constructions in Dagaare involve different lexical verbs yet they share close grammatical relations. There is no independent choice of tense or aspect for the verbs in the Serial Verb Constructions. Once the tense or aspect of the initial verb is specified, the rest of the preceding verbs in the series are automatically specified. SVCs share the same negation particle in Dagaare and it is not possible to negate one verb especial V2 onwards and leave the other(s) in the construction of a sentence. The data analysis in this study is purely descriptive. The study concludes that, Dagaare Serial Verb Constructions share the same tense, aspect, negation and future particle and is characterized by some constraints such as a single tense particle and non-repetition of the particle which precedes the first verb in the series with their scope casting across the entire construction. Finally, the study reveals that the principle of aspect marking can be violated in a situation where the subject is implied; for that matter an imperative sentence that issues a command, the aspect may have a combination of both perfective and imperfective realization in the sentence.
